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1. Name of Property

historic name  Military Park Commons Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number  Roughly bounded by Washington P1., McCarter H’way., E. Park St. & Raymond Blvd. D not for publication

city ortown _ Newark [ ] vicinity

state New Jersey code NJ county Essex code 013 zip code 07102

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | certify that this nomination

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets [:] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally D statewide D locally. [:] See continuation sheet for additional comments.

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ | meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. [ | See continuation sheet for
additional comments.

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification N

| hereby crtify that this property is: nature of the Keeper Date of Action

entered in the National Register. .
D See continuation sheet. 8
[_] determined eligible for the

National Register.
D See continuation sheet.

D determined not eligible for the
National Register.

D removed from the National
Register.

D other, (explain:)




Name of Property Military Park Commons Historic District

County and State Essex County, NJ

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box)

private D building(s)
public-local district

[ ] public-State [ ]site

[ ] pubtic-Federal [ ] structure

[ ] object

Name of related multiple property listing
{Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
37 14 buildings
2 0 sites
0 0 structures
9 0 objects
48 14 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

8

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

LANDSCAPE: park

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

LANDSCAPE: park

COMMERCE: office building
COMMERCE: department store

COMMERCE: office building
COMMERCE: specialty store

COMMERCE: specialty store
DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling,
INDUSTRY:: factorv

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling
EDUCATION: school
RELIGION: church

RELIGION: church VACANT/NOT IN USE
SOCIAL: clubhouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

Renaissance

italianate
Art Moderne

Narrative Description

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  stonc. limestone, granite

walls  brick limestone, brownstone, terra cotta

roof melal, slate, composition

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Military Park Commons Historic District

Name of Property

Essex County, NJ

County and State

8 Statement of SMiﬁcance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[ ]B8 Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ ]D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria considerations
(mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[ ]A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
[]e

[ ]c
[]o
[ ]E
[ ]F

[ ]G lessthan 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object or structure.

a commemorative property.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Community Planning and Development

Architecture

Period of Significance
1870-1940

Significant Dates
1916

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Elv, Wilson and John

Guilbert and Betelle

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

. previously determined eligible by the National
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

D recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data
[X] State Historic Preservation Office
| Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

L Other

Name of repository:

—

—
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Approx. 10 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 18 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Exptain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.}

11. Form Prepared By

nametftitie Ulana D. Zakalak, Historic Preservation Consultant

organization Newark Preservation and Landmarks Committee date __ February 21. 2003
street & number 30 Linden Place telephone _ (732) 212-8800
city or town Red Bank state NIJ zip code 07701

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Various

street & number telephone

city or town state Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings. Response to this request
is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.470 of seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden
estimate or any aspect of this from to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington,
DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Description

The Military Park Commons Historic District is a primarily commercial area, located in the central business district of
the City of Newark, immediately north of the Four Corners Historic District, and surrounding Military Park. General
geographic boundaries of the approximately ten block district include Washington Place on the north, McCarter
Highway on the east, Raymond Boulevard on the south, and Halsey Street on the west. The district surrounds the
largest of the three “commons” areas set aside by the founders of Newark in 1666. This six-acre park was historically
known as the “middle commons,” the “Training Ground” in the eighteenth century, and since 1800, as Military Park.
Although now dominated by small retail establishments, the Military Park area was a prestigious residential area in the
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, with mansions lining the streets. Beginning in the mid-nineteenth century, the
neighborhood became the most prestigious shopping area of the central business district, and contained the largest
concentration of department stores in the City of Newark, including the earliest and most elite of these stores, the Hahne
and Company Department Store, as well as Plaut’s, Kresge’s and Goerke’s (later S. Klein’s), forming Newark’s version
of the “Ladies’ Mile.”' The district is also characterized by smaller-scale, brick and brownstone, [talianate-influenced
commercial and former residential buildings, white glazed terra cotta clad, classically-inspired emporiums, piano
showrooms, and downtown Newark’s only major historic hotel, the Robert Treat, built for the 250™ Anniversary of the
founding of the City of Newark. The district has two churches: Trinity and St. Philip’s Cathedral (Episcopal) and First
Baptist Peddie Memorial Baptist, both already listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The remnants of the
once-massive Passaic River waterfront complex of the Peter Ballantine & Sons Ale Brewery delineate the eastern edge
of the district along McCarter Highway. The six-acre Military Park is an oasis of green as well as a repository for
public sculpture and military memorabilia, containing Gutzon Borglum’s largest Newark sculpture, the monumental
“Wars of America” as well as Jacob Lipschitz’s bust of John F. Kennedy, various cannons from Commodore Perry’s
1852 flagship to the Orient, and a cannon captured in Cuba during the Spanish American War.

There are a total of 69 primary buildings in the historic district, two sites (Military Park and Monsignor Doane Park),
and nine objects (eight are located within Military Park and one in Doane Park). There are two secondary buildings, a
residential garage on Rector Street (contributing) and the underground commercial parking garage below Military Park
(non-contributing). Of the primary buildings, 13 are Key, 43 are Contributing and 13 are Non-contributing. Of the 13
Key buildings, seven are already listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Of the eight objects, one object, the
“Wars of America,” is also listed on the National Register of Historic Places, three are Key, and four are Contributing.
The non-contributing buildings fall into two categories: newer infill structures, and older, altered buildings with the
potential for rehabilitation. Some of these older buildings are hiding behind applied signage such as large awnings and
billboards, porcelain enamel panels from the 1940s, pebble aggregate panels from the 1960s, and in some cases,
completely false fronts.

The area of the Military Park Commons Historic District is laid out on a bluff lying above the Passaic River, and is
relatively flat topographically, dropping sharply towards the Passaic River, especially in the area of Rector Street. At
Washington Street, the land begins to rise to the west as it begins its approach to the Watchung Mountains. The

' “Ladies’ Mile” is the historic shopping area located on lower Broadway in New York City, between Eighth and
Twenty-third Street. Beginning in the 1860s, the area became known for a new retailing phenomenon, the elaborate
department store. It was an area populated by the carriage trade, where elegant ladies came to buy the finest objects in
America. Doormen presided over emporium entrances; elaborate display windows beckoned shoppers and
ornamentally-sculptured buildings lined Broadway. Although known for its department stores, Ladies’ Mile also
featured concert halls, theaters, galleries, interior decorators, and piano showrooms. In E. Cobham Brewster’s
Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, published in Philadelphia in 1898, he defines “Ladies” Mile” as “that part of Hyde Park
which is most frequented by ladies on horseback or in carriages.”
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Military Park Commons Historic District is dominated by the widest street in Newark, Broad Street, with 132’ at its
greatest width. Individual blocks are relatively large in size and are lined with commercial buildings. Side streets are
narrower, and are characterized by former residential buildings, the dominant form of building around 1900.

The architectural character of the Military Park Commons Historic District has been subject to stylistic and formal
changes typical of the evolution of a residential neighborhood into a commercial area. The streets around Military Park
were originally lined with smaller-scale, wood frame and masonry residential buildings. Although early nineteenth-
century, wood-framed, commercial buildings are known to have existed, none remain. Attached, masonry commercial
buildings erected between 1870 and 1940 dominate the historic district. Most of those built in the late nineteenth
century, with a few notable exceptions, were no more than three- to five-stories high and three- to four-bays wide, an
unintimidating scale that encouraged pedestrian activity. The best example of this type of building is the Civil War-era
row of connected, brick commercial buildings between 565 and 569 Broad Street (see photo 24). More prosperous
nineteenth-century merchants sometimes occupied more than one small store, connecting and unifying a series of
storefronts with an awning over the store windows. Except for the 1808 Symington/Continental House, the oldest
building in the district, and the 1950s-era YM-YWCA, all of the buildings had uniform setbacks from the sidewalks
(see photo 40). Buildings of various styles, probably adapted from more advanced models known to architects through
books and journals, existed comfortably side-by-side.

Prior to the introduction of skeletal steel construction in the late nineteenth century, buildings of increased scale were
limited. When the need for larger commercial space became apparent, and fireproof construction methods became
better known, commercial buildings became larger-scale, eventually reaching towering heights of twenty-one stories as
seen in the Military Park Building, at 60 Park Place, the tallest building in the district (see photo 1). Architectural
decorative elements became more condensed as heights increased as well. Bodies of buildings became simpler, and
ornament became concentrated at the base and attic of the structures, where pedestrians, and motorists, could see them,
such as in the Firemen’s Insurance Company at 8-12 Park Place (see photo 40), and the Robert Treat Hotel at 50 Park
Place (see photos 42-44). In smaller scale buildings, skeletal steel construction allowed larger window display areas
and the use of new, applied materials for exterior surfaces, such as glazed terra cotta panels. An excellent example of
this method of construction can be seen in the Lauter Piano Company building at 591 Broad Street, and in its smaller-
scale neighbor at 589 Broad Street (see photo 18).

The most significant grouping of residential buildings in the district, dating from the mid-to-late nineteenth century, can
be found on Rector and Fulton Streets. The south side of Fulton Street comprises the most complete streetscape of
attached houses in this part of Newark (see photos 36-38). Together with the relict residential neighborhood on Rector
Street, Fulton Street represents the last of the late nineteenth century residential neighborhoods clustered around
Military Park. Additional single residential buildings are scattered throughout the Military Park area, such as on Halsey
Street (see photo 23) and on Central Avenue (see photos 20-21). Typically these are three-story, three-bay, attached,
masonry buildings of either brick or brownstone, with brownstone detailing and Italianate or classicizing cornices.
Many of these buildings are used for offices; some have been converted to retail uses. The 1808 Symington/Continental
House at Park Place is the only remaining example of an early nineteenth century freestanding mansion which once
dominated the park frontage.

Larger-scale, two-part, classically-ordered commercial blocks, sometimes of brick, but mostly clad with glazed white
terra cotta, began appearing at the turn of the century. These housed diversified retail establishments on the ground
floor, and large-windowed ofTices or halls on the second floor. The best examples of this type of building are found on
Halsey Street (at Cedar Street — see photo 14) and at 571 Broad Strect (although this building has been recently altered
with refacing materials).
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The ground floor storefront of the nineteenth century eventually gave way to the early twentieth century specialized
department store. Newark’s most famous and exclusive department store at the turn of the twentieth century was the
Hahne’s Department Store at 609 Broad Street, which opened in 1901 (see photo 17). This four-story, 13-bay building
dominated the corner of Broad and New Streets as well as the western side of Military Park, influencing the
development of Newark’s “Ladies’ Mile,” a shopping area, which became known for its carriage trade. Its most major
competitor, L. Bamberger and Company, opened its new building at 131 Market Street in 1912, in the Four Corners
area, although Bamberger’s store had more of a mass appeal. Other department stores in the Military Park area included
L.S. Plaut’s, which was taken over by Kresge’s in 1923 (see photo 10), Snyder’s (later McCrory’s), and S.Klein’s, all
on the west side of Broad Street (see photos 11- 12).

Constructed in a variety of forms and styles, the piano showroom is a specialized commercial building-type found in
Newark. Of the many piano enterprises found along Broad Street, the Griffith Piano Company at 605-607 Broad Street
was the best known (see photos 17-19). Its headquarters, a small-scale skyscraper with eclectic ornamentation
containing not only elaborate display areas but also recital halls and office space for the Griffith Music Foundation, was
the largest of this building-type in the central business district. The Lauter Piano Company occupied the elaborate
glazed terra cotta-clad and column-supported showroom at 591 Broad Street (see photo 18).

Elaborate historical revival influences became popular in the United States in the early twentieth century, and Newark
architects followed the trend. The Little Theater at 562 Broad Street is the only example of an eclectic, historical
revival building in the district; most of these architectural wonders are located in the Four Corers Historic District.
The Little Theater is a Moorish Revival building complete with an Islamic minaret with keyhole openings, an ogee-
arched dome, and a prayer balcony. The interior was designed to resemble an Arabian tent. Unfortunately, the theater
is used exclusively for the showing of pornography and the elaborate interior no longer exists (see photo 26).

Like the Four Comers Historic District to the south, office buildings in the Military Park Commons Historic District fall
into two categories: large and medium-scale, generally detached, skyscrapers. Other than the one large-scale, 21-story
Military Park Building on Park Place, all of the tall buildings in the district are medium scale such as the 14-story
Griffith Building, the 14-story Robert Treat Hotel, the 10-story Firemen’s Insurance Company, the 10-story Wiss
Building, and the nine-story Kresge’s Department Store. The use of classicizing proportions and ornament, as well as
rich materials such as limestone, glazed terra cotta and copper, is typical of these early twentieth century medium-scale
skyscrapers.

The two churches located in the Military Park Commons Historic District are both listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Trinity and St. Philip’s Cathedral (Episcopal) is the oldest church in the District, rebuilt after a fire in
1809, and considerably altered by Richard Upjohn in 1862. It is the second oldest church in Newark and is located
within Military Park (see photo 2). Local architect William Haisey Wood designed First Baptist Peddie Memorial
Church, at 572-584 Broad Street, in 1888 in the Richardsonian Romanesque style. This pink granite building is
dominated by its 80” high dome and unusual towers (see photo 39).

The last type of building present in the Military Park area is industrial. A small concentrated area of industrial buildings
remains at the end of Fulton Street on McCarter Highway. These buildings are remnants of the once-dominant Peter
Ballantine & Sons Ale Brewery, which occupied both sides of McCarter Highway, and include the original malt house
and bottling plant, now Newark Science High School and the Fraternal Order of Police, respectively. Patterned
brickwork, classicizing and Romanesque Revival cornices and stone detailing unify the buildings, creating a sense of
place (see photos 30-35).
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The ephemeral nature of retailing, as well as the massive social changes which have characterized the evolution of
downtown Newark, have left the Military Park area with moderate integrity. The city has literally been rebuilt several
times. The largest buildings have fared the best with only minor changes to their ground floors. In some cases, only
store windows and entrances have been altered. Smaller commercial buildings have suffered the most alterations. Most
of them have had their ground floors altered by the removal of original windows and doors and their replacement with
large modern display windows and steel doors. As early as the 1930s, many of these stores had their second or top
floors covered with large panels or billboards to carry advertising. The current trend is to cover the second floors with

- large, flat awnings proclaiming the names and products of the stores on the ground floor. Upper stories continue to be
used for storage or are vacant. Many of the second-floor changes are reversible.

The other major change to downtown Newark is the loss of public transportation and the greater emphasis on the
automobile. This has resulted in a need for parking, a rather lucrative business in a densely developed downtown such
as Newark’s. Unfortunately this has meant the development of large, surface parking areas, especially at the eastern end
of the district nearest McCarter Highway and along New Street on the western side. The creation of the New Jersey

Performing Arts Center has also removed a considerable number of historic buildings which once bordered on Military
Park.

Boundaries of the Military Park Commons Historic District were drawn to include the most significant buildings in the
area north of Raymond Boulevard (the old Morris Canal) and south of Washington Park (the former “Upper
Commons,” most of which is in the James Street Commons Historic District). The Morris Canal formed a distinct
boundary between the more retail-oriented Military Park commons area on the north, and the banking/insurance-
oriented nature of the Four Comers area to the south. The James Street Commons Historic District forms the western
boundary of the district. The New Jersey Performing Arts Center, McCarter Highway and large surface parking areas
form the eastern boundary.

Military Park Commons Historic District Inventory

A Contributing Building is one which adds to the historic architectural qualities, historic associations, or
archaeological values for which a property is significant because: a) it was present during the period of significance, and
possesses historic integrity reflecting its character at that time or is capable of yielding important information about the
period, or b) it independently meets the National Register criteria. In this document those structures independently
meeting the National Register criteria are labeled Key buildings. Those labeled Key/NRHP are already listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. A Non-contributing building does not add to the historic architectural qualities,
historic associations, or archaeological values for which a property is significant because: a) it was not present during
the period of significance, b) due to alterations, disturbances, additions, or other changes, it no longer possesses historic
integrity reflecting its character at that time or is incapable of yielding important information about the period, or c) it
does not independently meet the National Register criteria.

The following is the inventory of all buildings located within the Four Corers Historic District. All addresses are listed
alphabetically according to street name and consecutively according to the street number.

Broad Street

559 Broad Street Block 22 Lot 20
Contributing
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Outbuildings: 0

559 Broad Street is a three-story, rectangular plan, brick and stone, commercial building with two principal facades, six
bays facing Washington Place and two-bays facing Broad Street. A tri-partite horizontal division of spaces into base,
body, and attic articulates the c. 1900, classicizing building. The base of the building is composed of retail spaces with
replacement plate glass windows, door and corrugated metal screen walls. Above the first story, ornamented window
clusters with segmentally arched heads occupy the body of the building, forming two-story bays. Queen Anne-
influenced ornament includes a shingle-like stone attic, an ornate scroll-bracketed cornice, and a stylized frieze. The
attic parapet is further detailed with shield-like cartouches.

The only surviving example of the late nineteenth century ornate style in this area, this building serves as a contrast to
its modern and classicizing neighbors. Situated on property once owned by Peter Ballantine, the building was known as
the posh “Washingtonian Restaurant” in the early twentieth century (see photos 24-25).

558-560 Broad Street Block 14  Lot7,8

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

560 Broad Street is a five-bay, three-story, rectangular plan, attached, masonry, commercial building, constructed c.
1920. Characterized by the white, City Beautiful palette, the glazed terra cotta fagade is divided into two parts: a two-
story body separated from an attic by an entablature. The paneled corner pilasters end in festooned cartouches
immediately below the second story cornice. Above the modillion-supported cornice is the third floor, or attic story.
This story is finished with a segmentally arched, pedimented parapet. The ground floor has been altered to
accommodate a more modern retail appearance. A former automobile showroom for Foley Chevrolet, the building is
25 feet wide by approximately 181 feet long and can be accessed by an alley in the rear (see photo 26).

561 Broad Street Block 22 Lot 21

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

561 Broad Street is a two-story, rectanguiar plan, brick, vernacular, commercial building. The ¢. 1920 store features an
altered, ground floor retail space, and an upper floor fenestrated with a transomed, Chicago window. The brick fagade
is outlined with contrasting stone coping.

562-564 Broad Street Block 14 Lot4

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

562-564 Broad Street, the Little Theater, is a three-story, single-bay, eclectic commercial building facing Washington
Park. The building is “L"-shaped in plan, with a narrow entrance bay on Broad Street in the form of an Islamic minaret.
Although the ground floor has been altered with an artificial stone facing enframing the replacement doors, the Moorish
Revival influence is still evident in the upper stories. Islamic-inspired omament includes a prayer balcony, ogee-arched
striped dome, mosaic detailing around a keyhole window, and exposed joist ends at the top of the minaret. The theater
was actually created out of an automobile dealership. The garage was rebuilt as the auditorium; the showroom was
turned into stores, and the theater lobby was constructed in the ten-foot wide driveway. The Little Theater was designed
by the architectural firm of Harris and Sohn, and won a Broad Street Association award for architectural harmony in
1930, the year it was built. The theater was built by the Newark Motion Picture Guild as a bastion of silent films,
mostly foreign; an organ, which has been removed, accompanied the pictures. The theater fell into receivership within a
year of its opening. Sidney Franklin became the manager in 1932, and he his wife, Violet, bought the building in 1948.
The Franklins lived in the second-floor apartment until shortly before their deaths in the 1960s (it has been vacant since
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then). Although the theater showed art and foreign films intermittently until about 1960, it has presented only adult
pictures since then (Eldridge correspondence and photo 6/23/88).

The building is characteristic of the historical revivalism commonly used in theater buildings of this period. The
original interior was designed to resemble an Arabian tent, although apparently the interior has been somewhat altered.
A photograph of the interior, taken in 1988, shows a screen set on a stage with a proscenium arch decorated with
Islamic arched openings, most likely to accommodate speakers and air handling systems. Unlike many of the theaters
in Newark, the Little Theater was built as a cinema rather than as a vaudeville or live performance theater, and could
seat approximately 300 patrons. The theater shows pornographic movies exclusively (see photo 26).

563 Broad Street Block 22 Lot 22

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

563 Broad Street, the C. J. Simon Building, is a two-story, single bay, rectangular plan, stone-faced, commercial
building, originally constructed c. 1920, as the Colonial Trust Company. Articulated by severe classicism, the building
is basically a triumphal arch motif, dominated by a two-story, round-arched entrance. Acanonical capitals support the
door surround. The classicizing entablature is ornamented with a low relief frieze of griffins. An unornamented,
shallow parapet surmounts a blank attic. The windows and doors are replacements (see photo 24).

565 Broad Street Block 22  Lot23

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

565 Broad Street, the Washington Florist, is a four-story, three-bay, rectangular plan, brick, commercial building,
originally constructed c. 1865. Most likely built as a mix of commercial and residential use, the building is articulated
by the Italianate influence in its use of a scrolled bracket-supported wooden cornice, regular placement of windows, and
ornamental tin and tile work in the vestibule. The first story has a replacement, plate glass storefront. A modest

example of late nineteenth-century urban architecture, it is one of three adjoining buildings of similar scale, material,
age, style and function (see photo 24).

567 Broad Street Block 22 Lot24

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

567 Broad Street is a four-story, three-bay, rectangular plan, brick, commercial building, originally constructed c. 1865.
Most likely built as a mix of commercial and residential use, the building is articulated by the Italianate influence in its
use of a scrolled bracket-supported wooden comice, regular placement of windows with arcuated brick lintels, and
ornamental corbelling above each window. The larger second-story window openings occupy the entire width of each
bay, while the smaller third and fourth story windows are separated by vertical brick pilasters. The fagade as a whole is
flanked by brick pilaster strips that run from the second story to the comice line and are capped by ornamental
woodwork. The first story has a replacement storefront. A modest example of late nineteenth-century urban
architecture, it is one of three adjoining buildings of similar scale, material, age, style and function (see photo 24).

569 Broad Street Block22 Lot 25

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

569 Broad Street is a four-story, three-bay, rectangular plan, brick, commercial building, originally constructed c. 1865.
Most likely built as a mix of commercial and residential use, the building is articulated by the Italianate influence in its
use of a scrolled bracket-supported wooden comice, regular placement of windows with segmentally-arched and
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moulded stone lintels, and ornamental corbelling forming belt courses at the sill levels and the springing block level of
the window lintels. The second-story window openings have been combined into a single plate-glass window, most
likely to accommodate additional retail space on the second floor. The first story has a replacement storefront. A
modest example of late nineteenth-century urban architecture, it is one of three adjoining buildings of similar scale,
material, age, style and function (see photo 24).

566-570 Broad Street Block 14 Lot

Non-contributing

Outbuildings: 0

566-570 Broad Street is a large, 14-story, corner office building, constructed c. 1960. The brick building has an applied
grid with porcelain enamel panels alternating with windows. This office building replaced the Broad Theater (see
photos 26-27).

571-577 Broad Street Block 22 Lot 26

Non-contributing

Outbuildings: 0

571-577 Broad Street is a two-story, multiple bay, irregular trapezoid plan, brick, commercial building, originally
constructed c. 1900 as a business block. It occupies a prominent location on the corner of Broad Street and Central
Avenue, with five-bays on Broad Street and eight bays on Central Avenue. The comer of the building is canted and
contains an entrance to the corner store. Additional doors and replacement store windows dominate the ground floor,
with a door per bay. Chicago-style windows articulate the second floor. The building originally featured a scroll
bracket-supported wood cornice; it was removed in the most recent renovation of the building. The roofline is sparsely
crenellated; the crenellations correspond with the pilasters separating the window bays (see photo 24).

579 Broad Street Block 18 Lots 11-15

Non-contributing

Outbuildings: 0

579 Broad Street is a five-story, three-bay, rectangular plan, vernacular commercial building constructed c. 1960.
Known as the Kislak Building, for a local real estate firm, it is clad with a steel grid and porcelain enamel panels (see
photos 19-20, 24).

572-584 Broad Street Block IS Lot 10

Key/NRHP

Outbuildings: 0

572-584 Broad Street is the First Baptist Peddie Memorial Church, built in 1888 and designed by local architect
William Halsey Wood. An 80’ high dome, unusual towers, and incised and sculptural stonework dominate the pink
granite church. The church features a unique 600-light gaslight system on the interior and a huge seating capacity
relative to its outward appearance. Thomas Peddie, former mayor of Newark and local philanthropist, donated the
money for the construction of the church, giving Wood a blank check (NPLC, “Newark’s Historic James Street
Commons,” 1989). Peddie made his money in the manufacture of leather trunks. Wood was also responsible for the
design of the Clark Mansion in the North Ward, and was a competitor in the design competition for the Cathedral of St.
John the Divine in New York. The building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on October 30, 1972.
Please refer to the National Register of Historic Places nomination form for further information (see photo 36, 38, 39).

583-587 Broad Street Block 18 Lot 16-18
Non-contributing
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Outbuildings: 0
583-587 Broad Street is a two-story, three-bay, rectangular plan, heavily altered, vernacular, commercial building
constructed c. 1900 (see photos 18-19).

589 Broad Street Block 18 Lot 19

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

589 Broad Street is a three-story, three-bay, rectangular plan, Renaissance Revival-inspired, commercial building,
constructed c. 1920, and utilizing the white palette of the City Beautiful movement. The glazed, terra cotta fagade is
articulated by a scroll-bracketed cornice, a low-pitched shingled overhang, a recessed window complex, and a marble-
faced ground story with a granite base. The individual window groupings are characterized by transoms and are divided
by colonettes. Several stylistically inappropriate commercial signs are attached to the fagade. In 1940, the building
housed the F.A. North and Company piano store (see photos 18-19).

591 Broad Street Block 18 Lot 20-21

Key

Outbuildings: 0

591 Broad Street is a four-story, three-bay, rectangular plan, Renaissance Revival-inspired, commercial building,
constructed c. 1920, and utilizing the white palette of the City Beautiful movement. The building was constructed as
the headquarters, showrooms and auditorium, Lauter Hall, of the Lauter Piano Company. Typical of small-scale
commercial buildings of the first quarter of the twentieth century, it is steel-framed, yet ornamented with classicizing
motifs, many of which have survived. The stone fagade is articulated by an ornately moulded and bracketed comice,
attic windows separated by rectangular panels with meander patterns, and a Greek Revival-influenced first floor
cornice. Plain stone surrounds enframe recessed second and third story window groupings, which are embellished with
ornamental metalwork. The ground story, which was originally articulated by columns, has been completely altered
with replacement storefront windows, doors, synthetic siding and signage. The Lauter Piano Company specialized in
the Lauter-Humana Player Piano. 1t also advertised a complete stock of music rolls and Victor records. The factory for
the manufacture of Lauter Pianos was located at 58-58 Lackawanna Avenue across from the Lackawanna Train Station.
The building, at 591 Broad Street, is being converted into a gallery for Aljira Inc. (see photos 18-19).

595-599 Broad Street Block 18 Lot 22-24

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

595-599 Broad Street is a two-story, three-bay, rectangular plan, Art Moderne-influenced commercial building.
Constructed c. 1940, the limestone framed building is articulated by an aluminum grid containing horizontal strips of
stone tile panels alternating with window glass. The main entrance is in the north bay with two retail bays to the south
(see photos 18-19).

601-603 Broad Street Block 18 Lot 25-26

Contributing

Outbuildings: 0

601-603 Broad Street is a three-story, three-bay, rectangular plan, Art Moderne-influenced commercial building.
Constructed c. 1940, the limestone framed building is articulated by an aluminum grid containing horizontal strips of
stone tile panels alternating with window glass. The main entrance is in the north bay with two retail bays to the south
(see photos 18-19).

605-607 Broad Street Block 18 Lot 27-28, 77
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Key/NRHP

Outbuildings: 0

605-607 Broad Street is the 14-story brick and stone-faced Griffith Building, designed in 1927 by George Elwood Jones
for the Griffith Piano Company and Foundation. It is a small-scale skyscraper with eclectic ornamentation. Typical of
high-rise buildings in Newark of this period, the owner occupied the prime spaces, including piano showrooms and an
auditorium, and the upstairs offices were rented to a variety of tenants. In the case of the Griffith Building, medical
professionals and attorneys rented most of the offices. The building also housed the offices of The Contemporary Club
of Newark, the First Church of Christ Scientist and the Essex County Symphony Society. The building was the
headquarters of the Griffith Music Foundation, a philanthropic institution headed by Mrs. Parker O. Griffith. From
1938 to 1958, the Griffith Music Foundation held concerts with artists of international renown in Symphony Hall on
south Broad Street. The Foundation conducted educational programs, high-level auditions for New Jersey-based
musicians, theatrical productions and sponsored musical ensembles of all kinds to educate thousand of New Jersey
school children. The Griffith Building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on May 24, 1984. 1t has
been vacant for some time, and is awaiting redevelopment. Please refer to the National Register nomination application
for further information (see photos 17-19).

608-612 Broad Street Block 124 Lot 2

Key/NRHP

Outbuildings: 0

608-612 Broad Street is the address of Trinity and St. Philip’s Cathedral (Episcopal), first built as Trinity Church
around 1744, rebuilt after a fire in 1809, and considerably altered in 1862 by noted architect Richard Upjohn. The
church is located at the northern end of Military Park. The second oldest church in Newark, it was started after Colonel
John Ogden, a member of the old First Church, severed relations with that congregation in 1732 after he violated the
church laws prohibiting laboring on Sunday. Ogden was censured after harvesting wheat on Sunday to avert the effects
of an oncoming thunderstorm. He joined a small sect of Episcopalians and soon became their leader. Together, the
group petitioned the Town Council for part of the town’s public lands for their church, correctly arguing that they were
as much descendants of the original settlers as were members of the Presbyterian Church, hence the location of the
church in the green set aside for military drilling. The church was not recognized until 1746, when King George I1
granted it a charter. Trinity Church was designated a cathedral in 1944, and merged with St. Philip’s in 1966. St.
Philip’s, a predominantly African-American congregation, had lost their church to a fire the previous year. The merger
created the first predominantly black Episcopal cathedral in the United States. The building was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places on November 3, 1972. Please refer to the National Register nomination application for
further information (see photo 2).

586-602 Broad Street Block 15 Lot 19

Non-contributing

Outbuildings: 0

586-602 Broad Street is a nine-story, multiple bay, International style, brick-clad, institutional building, constructed in
1955, as the YM-YWCA building. The building is set on a two-story base, with a cantilevered seven-story top section,
and is articulated by horizontal bands of windows and no detailing. The building opened in 1955 as the first combined
YM-YWCA building in the country at a cost of 3.3 million dollars. Although a good example of the International style
in Newark, the building is less than 50 years of age and does not qualify for the National Register of Historic Places
(Newark Sunday News Magazine, May 1, 1955) (see photo 40).

614-706 Broad Street Block 124 Lot
Key (site): Military Park
Key (object): “Wars of America” already listed on the National Register of Historic Places (see photo 3)
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Key (objects): “General Philip Kearny” by Henry Kirke Brown; “Frederick T. Frelinghuysen” by Karl Gerhardt; “John
F. Kennedy” bust by Jacques Lipschitz.

Contributing (objects): Two (2) Commodore Perry cannon, one (1) Spanish American War Howitzer cannon, Jersey
Blues plaque.

Outbuildings: 1 parking garage with attached elevator kiosks including the NJPAC cafe (non-contributing)

614-706 is the location of the six-acre Military Park, the original Middle Commons of the seventeenth century New
England town plan that is downtown Newark. The obtuse triangular park has its hypotenuse along Broad Street, and its
other two legs along Park Place and Rector Street. The park is crossed in several places by paved paths and is
ornamented with monuments relating to Newark’s history, the most notable being the “Wars of America” monument,
designed by famed sculptor Gutzon Borglum in 1926, who was also responsible for carving the Presidents’ faces on
Mount Rushmore. The “Wars of America” is a monumental, bronze, group sculpture dedicated to the defense of the
United States. It was commissioned according to the bequest of Amos Hoagland Van Horn, who bequeathed $100,000
for that purpose. The heroic grouping of 42 figures and two horses, all set in motion, and its accompanying Tudor
sword-shaped reflecting pool setting, was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on October 24, 1994. Please
refer to the National Register nomination application for further information.

Other monuments include a statue of Civil War hero, Brigadier General Philip Kearny, unveiled in 1880 before
prominent witnesses such as General Grants and Sherman, and a 1916 tablet that commemorates the Jersey Blues of the
French and Indian Wars. Two cannons from Commodore Perry’s 1852/1854 flagship to the Orient, and an 1845
Howitzer cannon from the Spanish American War are also on view. A 1906 Liberty Pole marks the southern edge of
the park inside the memorial garden dedicated to the memory of John F. Kennedy in 1966. The park also features the
oldest elm tree in Newark, a vestige of the time the park was edged with stately elm trees. In the middle of the park,
north of the “Wars of America” and where the main park paths intersect, is a marble cup-shaped trough inscribed with
the expression “My cup runneth over,” a gift of Moses Plaut, noted Newark merchant and proprietor of the Plaut
Department Store (the “Beehive™), to the City of Newark in 1928. Elevator, stair and ventilator kiosks that serve the
underground parking lot mar the park. For the purposes of counting resources, only the largest sculptures and cannons
are considered, as they are both substantial in size and scale. The underground parking garage, which was constructed
in the 1960s, and its auxiliary kiosks are considered one non-contributing building.

The statue of General Philip Kearny by American sculptor Henry Kirke Brown (1814-1886) was the first public
sculpture placed within the city. The bronze statue, originally commissioned in 1873 by the State of New Jersey for
Statuary Hall in Washington D.C., was on exhibit in the State House in Trenton before being relegated to a cellar where
it was found in 1879. A committee of Civil War veterans under the chairmanship of Cortlandt Parker arranged to have
the work brought to Newark. Generals Ulysses S. Grant and George B. McClellan were present at the dedication
ceremonies in 1880. The statue was placed in the southern end of Military Park, moved in 1925 to accommodate the
“Wars of America” sculpture and repositioned in 1961. Henry Kirke Brown, a native of Massachusetts, was one of the
first American sculptors to attempt bronze casting in this country. He maintained a studio in Brooklyn until moving to
Newburgh, New York in 1857. His most famous work is the equestrian statue of George Washington in New York’s
Union Square. There are notable statues of Abraham Lincoin by Brown in Union Square and Prospect Park, Brooklyn,
one of DeWitt Clinton in Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn, and a General Nathaniel Greene in Statuary Hall,
Washington (Newark Museum Quarterly, Winter 1975: 10).

General Philip Kearny was Newark and New Jersey’s first genuine hero of the Civil War. A one-armed professional
soldier, he took over the command of the New Jersey Second Regiment in July 1861 after the fiasco at Bull Run. He
converted the sloppy regiment into a well-disciplined fighting force and led them in the Virginia Peninsula Campaign
during the spring of 1862. Admired by both sides of the conflict, the Confederates nicknamed Kearny “the One-Armed
Devil” (see photo 5). Kearny’s nadir came in the late afternoon of September 1, 1862 at Chantilly, Virginia. During the
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course of wild fighting, an electrical storm blew through the area. Kearny rallied his troops, charging the front line. He
was killed in a hail of Confederate bullets (Cunningham 1966: 156).

The Citizens of Newark through the Board of Trade commissioned the statue of Frederick T. Frelinghuysen in 1904.
The sculptor was Boston native Karl Gerhardt (1853-1940). It is a bronze figure on a pedestal. Although unveiled in
1904, the statue was repositioned within the park in 1961. Frederick T. Frelinghuysen was a lawyer and member of the
prestigious Frelinghuysen family (son of Theodore, second mayor of Newark and vice-presidential candidate on the
Whig ticket with Henry Clay in 1844). He was a United States Senator and President Chester A. Arthur’s Secretary of
State. He was also one of the founders of the Newark Public Library and the president of Mutual Benefit Life
(Cunningham 1966: 119, 144, 261) (see photo 7).

The bust of John F. Kennedy was commissioned by a citizens’ committee formed to erect a monument to the late
President on behalf of the men, women and children of Essex County. Jacques Lipschitz (1891-1973), a sculptor of
international renown was hired to sculpt the bronze bust. Lipschitz was born in Lithuania, educated in Paris where he
aligned himself with the Cubists, and immigrated to the United States in 1941. Lipschitz maintained a studio in
Hastings-on-Hudson and one in Italy near Lucca after the World War II. His first commissioned work in the United
States was for the Philadelphia collector, Albert C. Barnes. His work is represented in the collection of many major
museums and institutions. The bust of John F. Kennedy was placed on a granite pedestal designed by the local
architectural firm, Frank Grad and Sons (now the Grad Partnership). The sculpture was unveiled in 1965 (Newark
Museum Quarterly, Winter 1975: 21) (see photo 8).

The Spanish-American War cannon was taken from the Morro Battery in the hills of Santiago de Cuba, one of several
batteries protecting the Santiago de Cuba Harbor, on the southeast coast of Cuba, during the Spanish-American War. It
was cast in 1848 from old Spanish cannon and set up to guard the narrow neck of the harbor entrance. General William
R. Shafter ordered his soldiers, many of whom were from the Newark area, to storm the battery. They successfully
captured the battery, and upon returning to the United States, brought the cannon with them. The cannon was presented
to the City of Newark on July 4, 1899. The cannon is highly ornamented, with the barrel inscribed with “Marques de
Ustarez, 1738” (Newark Star, September 25, 1934) (see photo 4). Flanking the Spanish cannon are two cannons from
the United States stern wheel steamer, Mississippi, Commodore Perry’s flagship to the Orient in 1853. These cannons,
which also took part in the Civil War, were brought to Newark in 1906 (Newark News, March 18, 1959) (see photo 6).

The significance of the park is primarily historical. Laid out by Robert Treat as a training ground, the park is present on
the first extant map of land allotments, dated 1667. Today it provides important environmental variety in a highly
developed cityscape. The park was marred by the addition of an underground parking garage along its northern side in
1960. As a result of this construction, some of the statues were rep<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>